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“There is nothing more important 
than a good, safe, secure home.”

– Rosalynn Carter
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Means toMe
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Working to serve 
more people
Reflecting on the past fiscal year, I’m proud of the numer-
ous contributions Lincoln Housing Authority (LHA) has 
made to our community.  We have made great customer 
service, meeting the needs of our clients, and being a good 
community partner our top priorities.

With more people and businesses moving to Lincoln, we’re 
seeing a more diverse housing market.  To help serve that 

growing need, we’ve made a concerted 
effort to secure more land for develop-
ing affordable housing and taken major 
steps to stabilize and secure additional 
federal funding for our current stock of 
public housing properties.

Right now, we’re seeing a multi-year 
trend of increasing rent and a tight rental 
market making it difficult for lower-in-
come families to find affordable housing.  
A household in 2019 must earn nearly 
$2,800 a month, or roughly $33,600 

annually, to afford a modest apartment and its utilities 
in Lancaster County—nearly impossible working at entry 
level jobs or for a person on fixed income.  Despite all of 
our housing assistance programs, we’re still seeing longer 
waiting lists, and people with Housing Vouchers are strug-
gling to find landlords that will accept Voucher assistance 
with units that can pass inspection standards.  

How do we correct this?  We can welcome the construc-
tion of more intentionally affordable housing throughout 
Lincoln and relieve the pressure at that end of the market.  
We can preserve and improve existing affordable housing.  
And, by continuing an incentive-based system for landlords 
and regularly meeting with rental agencies and managers, 
we can create an environment where more private owners 
are comfortable working with our voucher program.

With your help, I have no doubt LHA will continue helping 
people succeed and foster pride in our community.  Thank 
you for your hard work and your willingness to combat the 
challenges ahead. 

— Chris Lamberty, Executive Director

Chair: Orville Jones III

Vice-Chair: Dallas McGee

Resident Commissioner: Peggie Weatherford

Commissioners: Becky Hanna, Roger Massey

LHA Board of Commissioners

I feel so

‘human’
and not like a

number!
Thank you!

“
”

The Housing Choice Voucher program, sometimes referred 
to as Section 8, assists more than 3,000 households with 
subsidized rental assistance each month. The Housing 
Authority regularly issues vouchers to eligible households 
on a waiting list as vouchers are available.

LHA also owns and manages more than 1,400 housing 
units throughout the city, ranging from single family 
homes, to apartments and town homes.

Assisting  
the community



Moving to Work
One goal of the Moving to Work demonstration is encour-
aging families to start work or increase earned income. 
LHA’s policy requires work-able adults to be employed or 
participate in education that will lead to employment. Of 
the work-able families in LHA’s public housing program, 
93% have a job and of those in the Housing Voucher pro-
gram, 84% are working. LHA is one of only 39 Moving to 
Work housing authorities nationwide that have greater 
flexibility in the design of our federal housing programs.

Family Support
Housing authority staff have frequent contact with fam-
ilies served by LHA. These families are seen by housing 
specialists, leasing agents, inspectors, maintenance and 
repair workers, and resident services staff. Staff often be-
come aware of problem situations where family support 
is needed. Last year, our family support worker contacted 
about 170 families with the goal of helping to identify a 
problem or need and linking the family with community 
resources that can help.

Lincoln Housing Charities
Lincoln Housing Charities is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that 
works in conjunction with LHA to serve individuals and 
families. Funds were used in several areas for the benefit 
of LHA families. 

Reading Matters
During the 2019 fiscal year, 
Reading Matters was able to 
promote reading and distrib-
uted more than 4,400 books 
to children in LHA housing 
programs. The Reading Matters 
program was recognized with 
both state and national awards. LHA also partners with 
Lincoln City Libraries and Read Aloud Lincoln to encourage 
parents to read 15 minutes a day to their children.

Program Integrity
Program Integrity ensures housing assistance is available 
to and used only by eligible, qualified families, and en-
sures each family pays no more or less than its correct 
share of the rent in accordance with federal law. It ensures 
compliance with HUD rules and regulations, the Lincoln 
Housing Authority administrative plan, and the LHA lease 
and occupancy standards. This year, 993 referrals were re-
ceived and 738 investigations were completed. Repayment 
agreements, signed by individuals owing money to LHA, 
total $108,152.

VASH
LHA serves homeless veterans through the Veterans Affairs 
Supportive Housing (VASH) voucher program, including 
70 veterans at Victory Park Apartments. Another 92 
VASH Vouchers are available to assist homeless veterans 
throughout the city.

Helping people grow

Family Self-Sufficiency Program
When Stephanie Dowding learned she’d have to raise 
five boys on her own in 2012, she instantly felt over-
whelmed. Without higher education, job experience, 
home or car, hope seemed minimal until she applied 
for and received public housing with Lincoln Housing 
Authority.

“My income was so low that my first month’s rent was 
only $25,” said Dowding, who noted she couldn’t have 
survived without LHA’s help. In 2013, her future began 
to look brighter as she began Family Self-Sufficiency 
(FSS), a program that encourages HUD-assisted fam-
ilies to become financially self-sufficient through an 
individual plan and support.

Through the program, Dowding received an associate 
degree in early childhood development and began 
working for Lincoln Public Schools. She then earned 
a bachelor’s degree in behavioral science, which gave 
her the skill set to become a director at the Young 
Voices Child Development Center in Lincoln.  

In June 2019, Dowding accomplished something else 
she never dreamed was possible — she agreed to 
purchase the home 
built in a partner-
ship between LHA 
and LPS students. 
While two of her 
boys, Dalton and 
Emery, have left 
h o m e ,  s h e  h a s 
three teenage sons, 
Bronson, Carter and Atley, to make countless memo-
ries in their new home.

Homeowner Stephanie Dowding, third from left, stands 
alongside the Lincoln Northeast class that built her new 
home.

Homeless Program
With an allocation of 65 vouchers, LHA works with part-
ner agencies to serve homeless individuals and families. 
Partner agencies work directly with participants to address 
issues that resulted in homelessness while also receiving 
housing assistance from LHA.  



Since 1994, LHA has partnered with Lincoln Public Schools and sponsored a 
homebuilding program with Northeast High School. Students build a home to 
LHA’s specifications and learn important skills of the construction trades. After 
completion, an eligible LHA family is selected to purchase the home or enter into 
a five-year lease-to-purchase program. LHA works with the family to help ensure 
they are preparing for homeownership. 

A home at 6920 Garland St. was built by Northeast 
High School students under the direction of teacher 
Bob Freese and volunteer Neal Simley in 2018.

Lincoln Northeast High School students help build a home as part of a 
partnership between Lincoln Public Schools and LHA. Also pictured are LNE 
teacher Bob Freese and volunteer Neal Simley.

LPS, LHA team up to build affordable homes

The programs offered through these two centers continue 
to impact families and help build a strong neighborhood. 
Over 500 students were involved in before- and after-school 
programs and clubs at Arnold Elementary School. Nearly 
90 children participated in the Expanding Horizons sum-
mer enrichment classes. Family nights were held through-
out the school year with a variety of activities, and the 
Prime Time Family Reading and Family Literacy programs 
helped promote 
reading and liter-
acy. The child care 
program served 
60 children over 
the past year, so 
pa rents  cou ld 
work. The sum-
mer food program 
served 700 lunch-
es from June to 
August. The Senior Coffee Club had weekly attendance of 
25 seniors and was enhanced with speakers every other 
week on a variety of topics of interest to the group. Other 
important services included reduced-cost bus passes, the 
clothing closet, monthly and emergency food distribution, 
Toys for Tots, winter coat distribution, computer center, 

As the lead agency for the Community Learning Center (CLC) 
at Arnold Elementary School, Lincoln Housing Authority helps 
deliver a variety of program activities for students. In 2019, 
Association for General Contractors (AGC) operated the first 
Construction Club. During the class, students learned about work 
zone safety, pavement markings, utilities and equipment.

Carol Yoakum Family Resource Center & Arnold Community Learning Center

and GED classes. A Neighborhood Advisory Council 
helped provide focus and direction as well as a source for 
the many volunteers needed to carry out the activities of 
the two centers.

Seniors meet at the Carol Yoakum Family 
Resource Center.

helped me
was super kind and great. Thank you  
for helping me live the good life!
“ ”

The gentleman who



LHA people are very nice,

information.
“

”
friendlyand provide good  

Financial stability

Assets
Current Assets $25,114,501
Noncurrent Assets $36,792,229
Total Assets $61,906,730

Liabilities
Current Liabilities $2,089,929
Noncurrent Liabilities $4,089,423
Total Liabilities $6,179,352

Total Net Position $55,727,378 Sources of Funds FY 2019
HUD Program Income: $17,571,809
Rental Income: $8,646,294
Program Income: $392,774
Other Income: $434,203
HUD Operating Subsidy: $295,725 
Interest Income: $577,330 
HUD Capital Grants: $638,959 

Uses of Funds FY 2019 
Housing Assistance Payments: $14,326,637 
Administrative: $4,042,422
Maintenance & Operations: $3,291,213
General Expense: $1,274,045
Tenant Services: $699,369
Utilities: $609,103
Interest Expense: $106,314
Other/Special items: $10,350

Statement of Net Position 
- Proprietary Fund
March 31, 2019

to provide rental assistance  
to more than 4,200 households per month.



5700 R Street
Lincoln, NE 68505

Telephone: 402-434-5500
FAX: 402-434-5502

Email: info@L-housing.com
TDD Line: 1-800-545-1833 Ext 875

OUR LOCATIONS
Main Office

5700 R Street Lincoln, NE 68505

Maintenance Office
4721 NW 48th Street

Family Resource Center
4621 NW 48th Street

It is the mission of the Lincoln 
Housing Authority to provide 
affordable, safe, sanitary and 
decent housing 
to qual i fy ing 
families current-
ly undergoing 
financial stress 
i n  a  manner 
which affords 
applicants and 
tenants dignity and minimal intru-
sion, within the limits of prudent 
fiscal management.

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNIT Y

      I am always blown 
away by how 

the maintenance team 
handles service calls.

quickly 

Always polite. 
Always professional.
They went the extra mile.

“

”

and efficiently

Awesome
and fantastic

service!

LHA is working to be able to serve more people.

We areable to provide rental assistance  
to more than 4,200 households per month.

Wework to provide the best 
customer service possible.

We look to develop more affordable 
housing units in all areas of the city.


